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WHAT’S ON GUIDE 
 
Witney Congregational Church offer a whole range of activities through which we seek to 
Worship, Work and Witness to the Lord Jesus Christ in this community today. 
 
Further information can be obtained from the Church Administrator, Minister, Church 
Secretary or the leaders of the particular activities who are listed at the back of this 
magazine. 
 
WORSHIP 
Daily Worship  9.30 am Mon-Fri Short time of Prayer and Reading 
Noah’s Ark Service 2.00 pm Tuesday For under 5’s parents and carers 
Saturday Praise 11.00am 1st Saturday of the month 
Sunday Services 10.30 am   
   6.00 pm There is a crèche facility at both services 
 
Communion is normally held twice during the month at the first Sunday evening and third 
Sunday morning services 
 
PRAYER 
The Church is open each morning for Prayer; also in the Garden Room on Sunday morning 
and evening prior to, and after, Worship – All welcome 
 
STUDY & FELLOWSHIP 
Friday  10.00 am  Church 
 
YOUTH ACTIVITIES 
Sunday  10.30 am Crèche, Noah’s Ark & The K.I.C.K. on Sundays 
Monday 10.00 am Noah’s Ark – Infant Group for babies and pre-school children 
 
OTHER ACTIVITIES 
Tuesday Monthly  Deacon’s Meeting 
  Bi-Monthly  Church Meeting 
Thursday 10.00 am  Rest & Chat (Coffee/Tea available) 
Saturday 10.30 am  Coffee Morning 
 
SUNDAY LINK 
Weekly bulletin for all Christians providing stimulating thought along with news and notices 
concerning our Church 
 
WITNEY ECUMENICAL YOUTH TRUST (BASE 33) 
4 Welch Way (Entrance – High Street)  01993  777870 Jude Levermore 
 
St ANDREW’S BOOKSHOP   01993  709429 
Opening Hours: Monday – Saturday 09.00 am – 5.00 pm 





  

 
 
Daily Prayer Time:  
Mon-Fri  9.30 am  
 
Services  
10.30 am & 6.00pm and will be led by Rev Jason Boyd  
 

 
The following events in March are given for your particular attention: 
3rd        Deacon’s meeting  
5th/12th/19th  Children & young people music group 7.00 - 8.00pm 
6th   Women’s World Day of Prayer (see below)      
7th   Garden Rota meeting  10.00am 
  Saturday Praise  11.00am 
12th   Fellowship Group  9 Pensclose 
13th/20th/27th Mar & 3rd Apr  

Lent Bible Study 10.15 – 11.45am led by Canon Tim Partridge 
14th       Prayer Chain meeting 9.15am 
  SWMA Assembly at Lockleaze, Bristol 
15th   The ROCK   4.00 & 7.30pm at Woodgreen School 
  Meditation   7.30pm 
17th   Church Meeting  7.30pm 
22nd   Mothering Sunday All-Age Worship 
26th   Pins & Needles  
27th   Skittles Evening Leisure Centre 7.30pm £5.00 
29th    Sunday Diners  1.00pm 
  6.00pm service at Madley Park Residential Home 
30th Mar - 3rd Apr Rev Jason Boyd – University of Wales (Lampeter) 
 

  

The World Day of Prayer 2009 is being held on Friday 6th March at the Catholic 
Church. These services are open to everyone, so do come along for 1.45pm or 7.30pm, 

joining to worship the Lord as members in Christ throughout the world 
 

If you are hesitant, or have any questions, please speak to Beryl Cartwright or myself – we 
will also help with transport – Marjorie Lee 

 
Emmaus Course coming 

Starting Thursday 30th April 
Details to follow 

Get this in your diary and plan to come 

 



Minister’s Letter 
  
“Lent God Change Us” 
  
There is a statement by Cardinal Henry 
Newman that is posted on my filing 
cabinet.  Because it is right in front of 
me, I often read it and allow it to 
challenge me.  It reads:  “To live is to 
change and to be perfect is to have 
changed often.”   
  
There are times however, when we do 
not want to change.  We want our lives 
to stay the same.  Why?  It is because 
change requires energy.  Change means 
that we have to readjust the way that 
we think and behave to meet new 
circumstances.  We live in an era where 
change is happening at a breakneck 
pace.  By the time we get our new 
computer out of the box it is already 
outdated.  The cutting edge technology 
of videos has been displaced by the 
DVD.  35 mm cameras are being 
abandoned in favour of digital cameras.  
Socially, we have seen a massive shift in 
attitudes towards marriage, the family, 
and institutions in general.   
  

 
(Opportunity will arise when you ride the wall of 

change) 
 

Change is part of the Christian life. Paul 
writes, “And we all, who with unveiled 

faces contemplate the Lord’s glory, are 
being transformed into his image with 
ever-increasing glory, which comes from 
the Lord, who is the Spirit” 2 
Corinthians 3:18 (TNIV).  The Spirit 
changes us in shaping our thoughts, 
words, and deeds as we are being 
remade.  The image of God in human 
beings which was marred by sin is being 
restored to wholeness.   
  

 
 
Ironically, Christians often resist 
change.  They want to think what they 
have always thought.  They want the 
church organisation and building to 
remain as it has always been.  Yet 
staying the same is not an option for 
us.  Will we allow the Spirit of the Lord 
to change us that we might reflect his 
glory? 
 
Yours in Jesus Christ 
Jason C. Boyd 
 



News around 
the world 
 
 

The following information has been taken 
from CWM Website dated 27th February, 
so is up to date at the editing of this 
month’s magazine 
 
Madagascar - Church leaders hope 
agreement signals end to violence 
Church leaders in Madagascar have high 
hopes that an end to violent unrest in 
Antananarivo is in sight after the 
country's leaders signed a peace 
agreement over the weekend. 

Leaders of the Council of 
Christian Churches (FFKM) a group of 
two Protestant and two Roman 
Catholic Churches rallied President Marc 
Ravalomanana and his rival Andry 
Rajoelina into an agreement to stop 
fuelling violent demonstrations in the 
capital. 

Riots erupted earlier this month 
following the sacking of former mayor, 
Andry Rajeolina. More than 68 people 
have been killed in the violence. 
Josiane Ravelosoa from the CWM-
member Church of Jesus Christ in 
Madagascar said: "We have at last a ray 
of hope for our country as the opposition 
leader accepted to meet 
Madagascar President last Saturday. All 
Christian have then left everything 
behind and we were having prayer chain 
and cell through the weekend." 
 
Guyana - government rescues flood-
struck farmers 
Hundreds of Guyana farmers are being 
given a helping hand to combat the 
effects of damaging floods on the land,  
the Stabroek News reported.  

Farmers from the Mahaica Creek  
region have received seeds, fertilsers, 
pesticides and other growing aids from 
the Ministry of Agriculture following a 
bout of very heavy rainfall in December 
and January. 

Around US$500,000 has been 
allocated to the project by Guyana 
government chiefs to help bail 
farmers out.  

Among the chemicals and other 
planting materials being provided, each 
farmer has been given between 12 and 16 
packets of crop seeds that will produce 
hundreds of seedlings each. 
Centres have also been set up to provide 
pesticides and weedicides which farmers 
can collect. 
 
Taiwanese children learn mother 
tongue at church retreat 
Church leaders in Taiwan have staged a 
special retreat aimed at boosting 
children's knowledge of the Taiwanese 
language. 

Organised by Taichung Soa-lok 
(Sha-lu) Presbyterian Church, the event 
was held earlier this month to enable 
children to learn more about their faith 
and the language at the same time. 

Taiwan's main language is 
Mandarin, and this is the language most 
young people speak throughout the 
country. Although many young people in 
Taiwan can understand Taiwanese, they 
cannot speak it. 

At the retreat children were 
encouraged to practice speaking and 
reading the language by taking part in 
bible studies, poetry readings and songs. 
 
Zimbabwe - New government urged to 
tackle health and education 
Zimbabwe's people have singled out 
health and education as priority issues 



for the top of the new unity 
government's agenda following the  
swearing in of Morgan Tsvangirai.  

Crippling school fees and a lack of 
proper sanitation supplies have prompted 
the calls for urgent action after 
Movement for Democratic Change leader 
Mr Tsvangirai became Prime Minister in 
the new power sharing government with 
President Robert Mugabe. 

A CWM blog reporter said many 
Zimbabwean parents were finding it 
impossible to pay soaring school fees 
leaving many children without a proper 
education. 

And in suburbs surrounding 
Harare a lack cleaning supplies have seen 
many families using just one bar of soap 
between them to wash their clothes. 

Meanwhile uncollected waste and 
refuse is building up in and around Harare 
and the number of squatters living in 
unsanitary conditions is on the increase. 

The new leadership has sparked 
fresh hopes among Zimbabweans that 
steps to tackle the various issues fuelling 
the Zimbabwe crisis – including the 
recent cholera outbreak – can now 
move ahead. 
 
 
Church of England drives carbon-
fast for Lent 
Give up carbon – not chocolate this Lent. 
That's the message being put out by the 
Church of England as Christians across 
the globe gear up to observe the religious 
period in the run up to Easter. 
As part of its new green drive, church 
leaders are urging people to cut down on 
their carbon footprint for Lent with a 
"carbon fast" as part of their Shrinking 
the Footprint campaign. 

The eco-friendly move has been 
backed by the UK's Secretary of State 

for Energy and Climate Change Ed 
Miliband and Archbishop of Canterbury 
Rowan Williams. 

Church of England's environmental 
adviser, David Shreeve said: "Reducing 
our demands on finite and often non-
renewable resources should be an all-year 
aim, but it is good to have a special time 
to take stock of ourselves and our 
churches as Shrinking the Footprint is 
encouraging this year." 
 
 
Jamaica - foster child drive 
challenges families 
Families in Jamaica are being challenged 
to take on a foster child each in a new 
drive to slash the number of children 
living in care homes.  
The Child Development Agency (CDA) has 
put out the call to mark Foster Care 
Week following reports that more than 
2,000 children are living in residential 
homes in the country. 

CDA chief executive officer 
Alison Anderson said that although there 
are many committed foster parents 
already supporting children in Jamaica, 
there are simply not enough to cope with 
demand. Of the 2,000 children in care, 
350 are under the age of eight. 

"Even though placements have 
been consistent over the last three 
years, settling at approximately 250 new 
placements per year, there has been no 
real growth in the programme," 
she said. 

"They say Rome wasn't built in a 
day but we should all embark on a 
personal mission to see these children 
being placed in families, what a marked 
difference it would make in 
their lives!” 





The following article has been submitted 
by Rev Jason Boyd, and is entitled: 
 
God Created Children (and in 
the process grandchildren)  
 
To those of us who have children in our 
lives, whether they are our own,  
grandchildren, nieces, nephews, or 
students... here is something to make you 
chuckle.  
 
Whenever your children are out of control, 
you can take comfort from the thought 
that even God's omnipotence did not 
extend to His own children.  
 
After creating heaven and earth,  
God created Adam and Eve.  
 
And the first thing he said was 'DON'T'  
’Don't what?’ Adam replied.  
'Don't eat the forbidden fruit.' God said.  
'Forbidden fruit? We have forbidden 
fruit? Hey Eve.. we have forbidden fruit! '  
'No Way!'  
'Yes way!'  
'Do NOT eat the fruit' said God. 
'Why?'  
'Because I am your Father and I said so' 
God replied, wondering why He hadn't 
stopped creation after making the 
elephants  
 
A few minutes later, God saw His children 
having an apple break and He was ticked 
(annoyed) 
'Didn't I tell you not to eat the fruit' God 
asked.  
'Uh huh' Adam replied.  
'Then why did you?' said the Father.  
'I don't know,' said Eve.  
'She started it' Adam said.  
'Did not'  
'Did too'  

'DID NOT'  
 
Having had it with the two of them,  
God's punishment was that Adam and Eve 
should have children of their own. Thus 
the pattern was set and it has never 
changed.  
 
If you have persistently and lovingly tried 
to give children wisdom and they haven't 
taken it, don't be hard on yourself.  
 
If God had trouble raising children,  
what makes you think it would be a piece 
of cake for you?  
 
Things to think about: 
1. You spend the first two years of their 
life teaching them to walk and talk. Then 
you spend the next sixteen telling them to 
sit down and shut up.  
2. Grandchildren are God's reward for not 
killing your own children.  
3. Mothers of teens now know why some 
animals eat their young.  
4. Children seldom misquote you. In fact, 
they usually repeat word for word what 
you shouldn't have said  
5. The main purpose of holding children's 
parties is to remind yourself that there 
are children more awful than your own  
6. We childproofed our homes, but they 
are still getting in.  
 
Advice for the day: 
Be nice to your kids. They will choose your 
nursing home one day  
 
AND FINALLY:  
If you have a lot of tension and you get a 
headache, do what it says on the aspirin 
bottle: 
Take two aspirin and keep away from 
children!!  



 
 
Two billion people – a third of humanity 
– still survive on less than $2 a day. 
Unfair trade rules keep them in 
poverty, but they face the global 
challenges of food shortages and 
climate change too.  
 
Fairtrade is a people’s movement for 
change that aims to tip the balance of 
trade in favour of poor producers. We 
all need Fairtrade more than ever and 
we all have the power to create positive 
change for people and planet 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

The following article has been 
submitted by Nigel Lindsay, and is 
entitled: 
 
Five weeks with the Mara 
People - Part 1 
 
Flying to Calcutta was exciting and the 
overcharging of the man at the prepay 
taxi desk at the air port and the con of 
the driver getting more money out of 
me was all part of going to somewhere 
new and not knowing the ropes. You can 
become hardened to everyone and start 
to distrust all. Staying at the Baptist 
Society Guest house not far from where 
Mother Teresa had done her work was 
good and the taxi journey to and from 
the airport gave me a good chance to 
see the streets of Calcutta and take a 
few photos without being afraid my 
camera would be taken. I wandered the 
streets both on route to Maraland and 
on my return journey. My feet got dirty 
and small children asked me for food, I 
gave one lad an orange I had just 
bought and before long I had given all I 
had bought away. You become hard and 
say no as they follow you up the street. 
Uncle, Uncle, you walk faster, Uncle, 
Uncle. People at the Guest house were 
working with the street families picking 
up children and giving them food, baths, 
education and then returning them to 
their parents on the street. One Woman 
and her daughter works as a teacher at  
the School Liz and Jacob went to and 
Robin now works in, she is out there for 
five week teaching. Small world! 
 
But this was not where I was to be for 
my five-week placement. Back to the 
airport and a long wait and then a plane 
to Aizawl the main city of Mizoram 
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